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 spelling/
sound 

Statutory 
requirem

ents 
R

ules and guidance (non-statutory) 
Exam

ples 

x 
All letters of the alphabet and the sounds w

hich they m
ost com

m
only represent.  

x 
C

onsonant diagraphs and the sounds w
hich they represent 

x 
Vow

el diagraphs and the sounds w
hich they represent 

x 
The process of segm

enting w
ords into sounds before choosing graphem

es to represent the sound
 

x 
W

ords w
ith adjacent consonants 

x 
R

ules and guidelines w
hich have been taught 

RECEPTIO
N

 

 
 

Jolly Phonics. Set 1 Sounds 
R

ead , w
rite and blend: 

s 
 

Ssss the snake 

sat, pin, pan, tap, pat, sap, sip etc 

a 
 

Ants on m
y arm

 
t 

 
Tennis 

i 
 

Inky M
ouse 

p 
 

Ppp party pig 
n 

 
N

nnn the aeroplane 
 

 
Jolly Phonics. Set 2 Sounds 

 
c/k 

 
C

astanets,  Flying m
y kite 

hat, pen, m
ad, did, rat, cat etc 

e 
 

Eggs in the pan 
h 

 
H

op 
r 

 
R

ip the rag 
m

 
 

M
m

m
 rub m

y tum
m

y 
d 

 
Bang the drum

 
 

 
Jolly Phonics. Set 3 Sounds 

 
g 

 
G

urgle dow
n the drain 

put, lap, bat, bib, bed, sun, m
ud etc 

o 
 

Light on and off 
u 

 
U

p the um
brella 

l 
 

Lick the lollipop 
f 

 
Fff the fish 

b 
 

Bat and ball 
 

 
Jolly Phonics. Set 4 Sounds 

 
ai 

 
C

hild at the doctor having a hearing test 

See Jolly Phonics w
ord lists. 

j 
 

Jelly on the plate 
oa 

 
C

hild saying oh! 
ie 

 
S

ailor saying ‘ie’  
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ee 
 

D
onkey ee 

 
or 

 
D

onkey or 
 

 
Jolly Phonics. Set 5 Sounds 

 
z 

 
Buzzy bee 

See Jolly Phonics w
ord lists. 

w
 

 
W

w
 w

ind 
ng 

 
W

eight lifter 
v 

 
van 

oo 
 

C
uckoo clock 

oo
 

 
C

uckoo clock 
 

 
Jolly Phonics. Set 6 Sounds 

 
y 

 
Yo-yo 

See Jolly Phonics w
ord lists. 

x 
 

X
 -ray 

ch 
 

Train 
sh 

 
Baby sleeping 

th 
 

N
aughty clow

ns 
th 

 
N

aughty clow
ns 

 
 

Jolly Phonics. Set 7 Sounds 
 

qu 
 

Q
uack quack 

See Jolly Phonics w
ord lists. 

ou 
 

O
w

! Finger on a needle 
oi 

 
Sailors at sea 

ue 
 

Barbecue 
er 

 
M

ixer in the bow
l 

ar 
 

Say ar at the doctor 
                                                                                           C

VC
- Spelling Patterns 

am
 

 
 

am
 dam

 ham
 jam

 ram
 yam

 Sam
 Pam

 
as 

 
 

as gas has  
ad 

 
 

bad dad had lad m
ad pad sad 

at 
 

 
at bat cat fat hat m

at pat rat sat 
i 

 
 

if in it is  
im

 
 

 
dim

  him
 rim

  
is 

 
 

is his  
id 

 
 

bid did hid kid lid rid  
it 

 
 

bit fit hit kit lit pit sit  
an 

 
 

an can fan m
an pan ran van D

an 
in 

 
 

bin  din fin in pin sin tin w
in  

ip 
 

 
dip hip lip nip pip rip sip tip zip   

ag 
 

 
bag gag nag rag sag tag w

ag 
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ig 
 

 
big dig fig pig rig  

od 
 

 
cod nod pod rod   

ot 
 

 
cot dot got hot jot lot not pot rot    

on 
 

 
on w

on son ton 
op 

 
 

cop hop m
op pop top bop   

og 
 

 
bog cog dog fog hog jog log    

um
 

 
 

gum
 hum

 m
um

 rum
 sum

   
us 

 
 

bus us  
ud 

 
 

bud m
ud  

ut 
 

 
but  cut gut hut nut rut  

un 
 

 
bun fun gun nun run sun  

up 
 

 
cup pup    

ug 
 

 
bug dug hug jug lug m

ug rug tug  
ub 

 
 

cub pub rub tub   
es 

 
 

yes less m
ess  

ed 
 

 
bed fed led red w

ed 
et 

 
 

bet get jet let  m
et net pet set vet w

et yet  
en 

 
 

den hen m
en pen ten B

en Ken Len  
eg 

 
 

beg leg peg  
ax 

 
 

fax tax w
ax M

ax 
ix 

 
 

fix six 
ox 

 
 

box fox   

sh 
 

 
shaft  shed shell shift  shin ship shop shock shop 
shun shut shy ash cash crash flash slash m

ash rash 
sm

ash  dish fish w
ish brush crush hush rush selfish  

ch 
 

 
chop chat chess chest chicken chill  chin chip chuck 
arch bench drench rich  

                                                                                                C
C

VC
 C

VC
C

 C
C

VC
C

 

m
p 

 
 

cam
p dam

p lap stam
p tram

p lim
p dum

p jum
p lum

p 
plum

p trum
pet   

ass 
 

 
brass class glass grass  pass 

ast 
 

 
blast cast last past m

ast  fast 
ask 

 
 

ask m
ask task   

sm
 

 
 

sm
all sm

ell   

st 
 

 
m

ist best nest test vest  w
est cost lost dust just m

ust 
rust stack stall  stam

p stand stick stiff still sting stink 
step stop stuck   

sn 
 

 
snag snap snip snug   
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sp 
 

 
span spat spill spin spit spell spot spun  

sk 
 

 
skid skill skin skip sky  

sl 
 

 
slap slim

 slip slot slum
  

sw
 

 
 

sw
am

 sw
im

 sw
ell sw

op  
dr 

 
 

drag dress drill drip drop drum
  

tr 
 

 
track trap trick trip trot truck   

tw
 

 
 

tw
ig tw

in tw
ist   

nd 
 

 
and band grand hand  handbag land sand w

ind 
w

indm
ill bend end lend m

end second spend send 
pond  fund   

nt 
 

 
ant pant plant  bent dent lent rent sent spent tent 
w

ent blunt grunt hunt invent  

ng 
 

 
bang fang gang hang rang sang long song hung 
lung sung  

pt 
 

 
crept kept slept sw

ept w
ept  

pl 
 

 
plan plot plum

 plug pluck   
pr 

 
 

pram
 prick prod   

gl 
 

 
glad glum

  
gr 

 
 

grab grill grin grip  
cl 

 
 

clap cliff click cling clip clock clot club   
cr 

 
 

crab crack crisp   
bl 

 
 

black bless blob block blot   
br 

 
 

brick bring  
ft 

 
 

drift gift lift sw
ift left soft  

fl 
 

 
flag flap flat flick flip flock  

fr 
 

 
frill frog from

 frost   
lt 

 
 

belt felt m
elt sm

elt halt salt  
lp 

 
 

help yelp pulp   
lk 

 
 

talk w
alk stalk  

th 
 

 
than that the them

 then there thin thing think this 
bath path w

ith both cloth clothes 
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W
eek 

spelling 
Statutory requirem

ents 
R

ules and guidance (non-statutory) 
Exam

ples 

YEAR 1
 

R
evision of R

eception W
ork – Jolly Phonics Sets 1-7 

 

1 
ee:ea 

 
  

sea beach each peach reach teach lead read speak 
w

eak deal real clean cheap beat eat cheat heat 
m

eat neat seat treat ease speak steal steam
 cream

 
dream

 scream
 team

 m
ean  please east beast feast 

easy eager appear disappear disease decrease 
increase reason season treason breathe defeat 
repeat retreat treatm

ent 

2 
oi 

 
The digraph oiis never used at the end of 
English w

ords. 
coil coin foil join oil point soil toil choice voice 
rejoice avoid spoil spoilt toilet ointm

ent joint point 
appointm

ent disappoint anoint noise poison 

3 
a-e 

 
 

m
ade cage page cake lake m

ake take care cam
e 

gam
e nam

e sam
e date gate late m

ate gave save 
w

ave shade brake flake shake flam
e sham

e plane 
grape shape plate grave shave slave care fare 
share square stare 

4 
i-e 

 
 

tide w
ide bike hike like tim

e fine line m
ine pine w

ine 
pipe w

ise bite kite size w
ise inside Sm

ile stile w
hile 

chim
e crim

e slim
e shine spine fire hire shire spire 

tire w
ire alive drive live prize 

5 
o-e 

 
 

coke joke poke w
oke hole dom

e hom
e cope hope 

pope rope hose nose roe vote broke broken choke 
sm

oke spoke spoken w
oken stone throne close  

those chose chosen froze frozen 

6 
u-e 

 
 Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can 
be spelt as u–e.  

cube  tube  rude duke tune cute chute  use abuse 
fuse brute huge 

7 
or: aw

 
 

 
claw

 draw
 flaw

 in-law
 jaw

 law
 outlaw

 paw
 raw

 saw
 

straw
 law

n yaw
n aw

kw
ard aw

ful  

8 
air: are 

 
 

bare dare care share scared square aw
are  
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9 
ur 

 
 

disturb church m
urder  m

urm
ur burn burnt return 

Saturn turn surprise purpose curse nurse purse 
burst Thursday Saturday hurt further urgent  

10 
ir: er 

 
 unstressed schw

a sound : under 
under over never silver river sister another brother 
m

other  father together paper w
ater after brighter 

farm
er faster  fighter lighter neater prouder reader 

slow
er starter stronger teacher tighter w

eaker 
w

orker baker braver closer dancer driver larger later 
liner m

aker nicer rider riper ruder shaver sm
iler 

tim
er w

ider 

11 
ir: er 

 
 stressed sound : her 

her herb verb term
 stern verse nerve serve 

12 
ir: ear 

 
 

early earn earth earthquake earthw
orm

 heard learn 
pearl rehearse research  search yearn 

13 
ow

 
 

 
allow

 brow
 cow

 how
 now

 brow
n clow

n crow
n dow

n 
drow

n tow
n crow

d pow
der tow

el ow
l grow

l flow
er 

pow
er show

er tow
er bow

 

14 
ai 

 
 The digraph aiis never used at the end of 
English w

ords. 

w
ait G

ail hail nail pail sail again brain drain pain 
grain paint plain rain saint train faith affair afraid 
against bargain Britain certain com

plain curtain 
com

plain curtain despairentertainfountain m
ountain 

obtain praise raise refrain rem
ain repair straight 

traipse  

15 
oa 

 
 The digraph oais very rare at the end of an 
English w

ord.  

load road toad  loaf cloak oak soak soap boat coat 
float gloat goat oat throat approach poach coach 
goal groan loan m

oan boast coast roast toast 

16 
oo: ew

 
 

Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can 
be spelt as ew

. If w
ords end in the /oo/ sound, 

ew
is a m

ore com
m

on spelling than oo.  
blew

 chew
 crew

 dew
  drew

 few
 flew

 grew
 Jew

 new
 

renew
 screw

 stew
 threw

 

17 
ire 

 
 

 

18 
ear 

 
 

dear ear fear hear near spear year  

19 
ure 

not in 2014 curriculum
 

 
sure pure treasure m

easure creature feature 
m

iniature signature tem
perature 

 
20 

-ff 
The sounds /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ 
and /k/ spelt ff, ll, ss, zz 

The /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ and /k/ sounds are usually 
spelt as ff, ll, ss, zz and ck if they com

e straight 
cliff sniff stiff huff puff stuff off 

21 
-ll 

ball call fall hall tall w
all bell fell hell sell tell w

ell yell 
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22 
-ss 

and ck  
 

after a single vow
el letter in short w

ords.  
Exceptions: if, pal, us, bus, yes. 

hiss kiss m
iss bless dress less m

ess press cross 
across m

oss fuss 
23 

-zz 
buzzfizzfrizzfuzzjazzw

hizz 

24 
-ck 

back pack rack sack kick lick pick sick tick deck 
neck peck lock rock sock duck luck m

uck suck tuck 
back crack lack rack stack track flick block clock 
rock shock sm

ock duck stuck truck  

25 
-nk 

The /ŋ/ sound spelt n 
before k  

 
bank blank plank sank stank tank blink drink  ink 
pink sink stink w

ink 

26 
-tch 

 
The /tʃ/ sound is usually spelt as tchif it com

es 
straight after a single vow

el letter.  
Exceptions: rich, w

hich, m
uch, such.  

catch hatch latch m
atch patch thatch w

atch sketch 
fetch stretch itch pitch stitch sw

itch w
itch kitchen 

clutch hutch 

27 
-ve 

 
English w

ords hardly ever end w
ith the letter v, 

so if a w
ord ends w

ith a /v/ sound, the letter e 
usually needs to be added after the ‘v’. 

have live give 

28 
-s 

Adding s and es to w
ords 

(plural of nouns and the 
third person singular of 
verbs)  
 

If the ending sounds like /s/ or /z/, it is spelt as –
s. If the ending sounds like /ɪz/ and form

s an 
extra syllable or ‘beat’ in the w

ord, it is spelt as –
es.  
 

cats hats nets nuts pets pots rats cups m
ops pips 

beds lids pads rods vans bins hens bags legs pigs 
boasts boats books chairs coins goals room

s seeds 
shops team

s bikes gam
es hom

es shapes tubes 
cages noises  pages prizes roses sizes cooks 
thinks sw

eets scream
s speaks w

aves hopes hates 
slides likes addresses 
angles bubbles diseases farm

ers flow
ers horses 

houses m
arkets m

urderers nights nurses parks  
puppets shirts stream

s surprises 

29 
-es 

benches lunches beaches peaches gases buses 
brushes bushes crashes fishes w

ishes classes 
dresses glasses kisses boxes foxessixestaxes 
buzzes coaches teaches preaches reaches fishes 
rushes w

ishes crushes hisses fizzes churches 

30 
-ing 

Adding the endings –ing, –
ed and –er to verbs w

here 
no change is needed to the 
root w

ord  
 

–ingand –eralw
ays add an extra syllable to the 

w
ord and –edsom

etim
es does.  

The past tense of som
e verbs m

ay sound as if it 
ends in /ɪd/ (extra syllable), /d/ or /t/ (no extra 
syllable), but all these endings are spelt –ed.  
If the verb ends in tw

o consonant letters (the 
sam

e or different), the ending is sim
ply added 

on.  
hunting, hunted, hunter, buzzing, buzzed, 
buzzer, jum

ping, jum
ped, jum

per  
 

beating boiling coaching fishing floating joining 
looking painting preaching  reading sailing shooting 
sleeping teaching thinking burning counting 
discovering disturbing draw

ing filtering frightening 
gleam

ing hurting m
urm

uring parking renew
ing 

returning starting stream
ing throw

ing w
atering 

w
orking  

31 
-ed 

asked blocked called cam
ped crossed killed packed 

passed pecked picked pressed puffed rocked  
sacked sniffed tricked 
w

alked enjoyed joined m
oaned nailed opened 

played  sailed looked cooked soaked booted floated 
heated invented noted painted pointed shifted 
w

aited dented dusted ended funded grunted 
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handed hunted  landed lifted listed m
elted m

ended 
planted rusted tested assorted crow

ded disobeyed 
displeased disturbed flaw

ed frightened m
arked 

m
urdered pow

ered sorted turned  surrounded 
discovered started revisited exploited obtained 
rem

ained repaired cem
ented com

plained  
32 

-er 
hunter jum

per buzzer boxer runner w
alker singer 

33 
-er 

Adding –er and –est to 
adjectives w

here no 
change is needed to the 
root w

ord  
 

As w
ith verbs (see above), if the adjective ends 

in tw
o consonant letters (the sam

e or different), 
the ending is sim

ply added on.  
 

colder longer older richer sm
aller sm

oother sw
eeter 

taller braver closer riper safer w
ider w

iser 

34 
-est 

coldest longest oldest richest sm
allest sw

eetest 
bravest safest brightest fastest kindest neatest 
slow

est strongest w
eakest w

ildest bravest closest 
largest latest nicest ripest rudest 

 
C

ontinuation of vow
el digraphs 

35 
e-e 

 
 

these them
e com

plete 

36 
e:ea 

 
 

bread dead head instead read ready spread thread 
m

eadow
 deaf health w

eapon m
easure pleasure 

treasure breath death feather w
eather leather 

threaten heaven heavy 

37 
oe 

 
  

toe goes buffaloes cargoes dom
inoes echoes 

eskim
oes heroes m

angoes potatoes tom
atoes 

volcanoes ] 

38 
oo: ue 

 
Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can 
be spelt as ue. If w

ords end in the /oo/ sound, 
ueis a m

ore com
m

on spelling than oo.  
 

blue clue true rescue Tuesday 

39 
igh: ie 

 
Links to past tense rule for a w

ord ending in a y. 
C

hange the y to i. 
lie tie pie applied cried denied fried lied relied 
replied satisfied spied supplied tried 

40 
ee: ie 

 
  

achieve belief believe brief chief field fiend friend 
grief m

ischief niece piece pier relief shield shriek 
siege thief 

41 
or: or 

 
 

or cord  fork form
 w

orn fort deform
 storm

 born corn 
m

orning torn horse north port short snort sort sport 
cornet  

42 
or: ore 

 
 

m
ore score before w

ore shore 

43 
or: au 

 
  

sauce saucer fault haul autum
n traum

a haunt 
launch laundry taunt applause august because 
cause clause pause author 

44 
air: ear 

 
 

bear pear w
ear 

45 
ee: -y 

 
 

bony flaky greasy lazy nosy prickly rosy  scary 
shiny slim

y sm
iley sm

oky sparkly spiky stony tasty 
w

avy  
46 

ur 
 

 
church purse nurse turn disturb burn surprise 
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47 
ph 

N
ew

 consonant spellings 
ph and w

h 

The /f/ sound is not usually spelt as ph in short 
everyday w

ords (e.g. fat, fill, fun). 
dolphin alphabet autograph autobiography 
biography cellophane elephant geography graph 
nephew

 orphan paragraph phantom
 phase 

pheasant phrase photocopy photograph physical 
sphere telephone 

48 
w

h 

 
w

hale w
hat w

heat w
hen w

here w
hether w

hich w
hile 

w
hine w

hisker w
hisper w

histle w
hite w

ho w
hole 

w
hose w

hy anyw
here everyw

here som
ew

here 

49 
c: k 

U
sing k for the /k/ sound 

The /k/ sound is spelt as ‘k’ rather than as c 
before e, i and y. 

Kent kept kill king kiss skid skill skin skip sky kit 
frisky sketch 

50 
un- 

Adding the prefix –un 
 

The prefix un– is added to the beginning of a 
w

ord w
ithout any change to the spelling of the 

root w
ord. 

unable unbeaten unblock uncover uncut undo unfair  
unfit unfold unhappy unkind unload unlucky unpack 
unselfish unw

ell unw
illing unw

ind unaccom
panied 

unachievable unannounced unappealing unarm
ed 

unasham
edly unattached unattainable unattractive 

unaw
are unbeaten unbelievable unbreakable 

uncertain uncom
fortable unconscious undisturbed 

ungrateful uninterested unm
istakable unofficial 

unpleasant unpopular unqualified unsociable 
unusual 

51 
 

com
pound w

ords 
 

C
om

pound w
ords are tw

o w
ords joined together. 

Each part of the longer w
ord is spelt as it w

ould 
be if it w

ere on its ow
n.  

 

bedroom
 blackbird bonfire cloakroom

 clockw
ise 

cupboard database football goalkeeper goodnight 
grandfather  handbag household  joystick outside  
paintbrush playground popcorn sandw

ich tablecloth 
upstairs w

aterproof w
eekend w

indm
ill 

 
R

ed 
w

ords 

C
om

m
on exception w

ords 
 

Pupils’ attention should be draw
n to the 

graphem
e-phonem

e correspondences that do 
and do not fit in w

ith w
hat has been taught so 

far. 

the, a, do, to, today, of, said, says, are, w
ere, 

w
as, is, his, has, I, you, your, they, be, he, m

e, 
she, w

e, no, go, so, by, m
y, here, there, w

here, 
love, com

e, som
e, one, once, ask, friend, 

school, put, push, pull, full, house, our - and/or 
others, according to the program

m
e used 
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W
eek 

spelling 
Statutory requirem

ents 
R

ules and guidance (non-statutory) 
exam

ples 

YEAR 2
 

1 
dge 

The /dʒ/ sound spelt as 
ge and dge at the end of 
w

ords, and som
etim

es 
spelt as g elsew

here in 
w

ords before e, i and y 

At the end of a w
ord, the /dʒ/ sound is 

spelt –dge straight after the /æ
/, /ɛ/, /ɪ/, 

/ɒ/, /ʊ/ and /ʌ/ sounds (som
etim

es called 
‘short’ vow

els). 

badge badger edge hedge ledge sledge bridge ridge lodger budget fudge 
judge nudge trudge sludge sm

udge 

2 
dge: ge 

After all other sounds, w
hether vow

els or 
consonants, the /dʒ/ sound is spelt as –ge 
at the end of a w

ord. 

age cage page sage dam
age change bulge village strange 

 

3 
dge: g 

In other positions in w
ords, the /dʒ/ sound 

is often (but not alw
ays) spelt as g before 

e, i, and y. 

gem
 giant m

agic giraffe energy ginger general genius gentle geom
etry 

gym
 danger angel digest em

ergency energy engineer energy engineer 
giant im

agine intelligent legend register stranger 
tragic 

4 
dge: j 

The letter j is never used for the /dʒ/ 
(“dge”) sound at the end of English w

ords. 
jacket jar jog join adjust joke juggle enjoy joint jerseys jockeys 
journeysinjuries jellies banjos jew

ellery journalist January subject 

5 
s: c 

The /s/ sound spelt c 
before e, i and y 

 
race ice cell city fancy dice ice nice price rice slice spice tw

ice rejoice 
cinem

a circle circuit circular circus citizen city  cease cellar cem
ent cent  

centipede centre centurion century certain cycle cyclist cyclone cygnet 
cym

bals face palace place race space surface  trace dice ice nice price  
rice slice spice tw

ice chance dance pencil decide recite  

6 
n: kn 

The /n/ sound spelt kn 
and (less often) gn at the 
beginning of w

ords 

The ‘k’ and ‘g’ at the beginning of these 
w

ords w
as sounded hundreds of years 

ago. 

knee kneel knew
 knickers knight knit knives knob knock knot know

 
knuckle knife 

7 
n: gn 

gnarled gnash gnat gnaw
 gnom

es sign 

8 
r: w

r 

The /ɹ/ sound spelt w
r at 

the beginning of w
ords 

 

This spelling probably also reflects an old 
pronunciation 

w
rap w

rapper w
reck w

restle w
riggle w

rinkle w
rist w

rite w
rong w

riggly 
w

rinkly 

9 
l: le 

The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt 
–le at the end of w

ords 

 

The –le spelling is the m
ost com

m
on 

spelling for this sound at the end of w
ords. 

bubble  scribble cuddle m
iddle m

uddle puddle paddle riddle saddle 
juggle sm

uggle apple battle bottle kettle little dazzle drizzle puzzle bible 
bundle candle daw

dle handle needle noodle poodle chuckle prickle tickle 
uncle angle ankle grum

ble  able cable fable sable table sam
ple  sim

ple 
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10 
l: el 

/l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –el 
at the end of w

ords 

 

The –el spelling is m
uch less com

m
on 

than –le. 

The –el spelling is used after m
, n, r, s, v, 

w
 and m

ore often than not after s. 

cam
el tunnel squirrel travel tow

el tinsel m
arvel excel rebel quarrel angel 

label cancel  

11 
l: al 

The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt 
–al at the end of w

ords 

 

N
ot m

any nouns end in –al, but m
any 

adjectives do. 
accidentalcom

icalcriticalelectricaleventualexceptionalfatalfinalindividuallo
gicalm

agicalm
edicalm

usicalnationalnaturalnorm
aloccasionaloriginalorna

m
entalpersonalpracticalregionalsensationalseveraltraditionalphysical 

racial  social special official financial com
m

ercial artificial torrential 
confidential essential influential initial partial circum

stantial illogical 
irrational illegal im

partial im
m

oral im
m

ortal unusual im
practical al 

racial social special physical official financial exceptionalartificial 
com

m
ercial torrential confidential essential influential initial partial   

 

12 
l: il 

W
ords ending –il 

There are not m
any of these w

ords 
spoil pencil fossil nostril devil 

13 
igh: y 

end 

The /aɪ/ sound spelt –y at 
the end of w

ords 
This is by far the m

ost com
m

on spelling 
for this sound at the end of w

ords. 
by cry dry fly fry m

y sky sly sty try apply deny rely reply supply 

14 

Plural 

y – ies 

N
ouns 

Adding –es to nouns and 
verbs ending in –y 

 

The y is changed to i before –es is added. 
arm

ies berried babies centuries cities countries diaries dictionaries 
enem

ies fairies factories fam
ilies hobbies injuries jellies ladies   libraries 

lollies lorries m
em

ories arties  photocopies ponies puppies  

15 

Plural 

y – ies 

 

applies bullies cries denies fries lies relies replies qualities satisfies spies 
supplies tries carries hurries m

arries scurries tidies varies w
orries  

16 
y  to ied 

Adding –ed, –ing, –er and 
–est to a root w

ord 
ending in –y w

ith a 
consonant before it. 

 

The y is changed to i before –ed, –er and 
–est are added, but not before –ing as this 
w

ould result in ii. The only ordinary w
ords 

w
ith ii are skiing and taxiing. 

 

applied bullied cried denied fried lied relied replied qualitied satisfied 
spied supplied tried carried hurried m

arried scurried tidied  varied w
orried 

17 
y to ier 

angrier busier clum
sier chillier cosier crazier dirtier dustier funnier 

happier healthier heavier hungrier lazier lonelier lovelier luckier m
errier 

nastier noisier prettier rustier sillier tidier 
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18 
y to iest 

past tense 

com
parative 

superlative 

angriest busiest clum
siest chilliest cosiest craziest dirtiest dustiest 

funniest happiest healthiest heaviest hungriest laziest loneliest loveliest 
luckiest m

erriest nastiest noisiest prettiest rustiest silliest tidiest 

19 
y+ing 

crying drying frying prying trying applying carrying denying hurrying 
m

arrying replying relying scurrying supplying tidying varying  

20 
e to ing 

Adding the endings –ing, 
–ed, –er, –est and –y to 
w

ords ending in –e w
ith a 

consonant before it 

 

The –e at the end of the root w
ord is 

dropped before –ing, –ed, –er, –est, –y or 
any other suffix beginning w

ith a vow
el 

letter is added. The exception is being. 

 Exceptions: 

jokey sm
iley 

closing driving hoping joking liking lining m
aking nam

ing poking saving 
scraping shaking sliding sm

iling sm
oking stroking taking tim

ing tuning 
using  w

aving bouncing calculating celebrating com
peting com

posing 
dam

aging dancing deciding decreasing exploring im
agining including 

increasing m
easuring pausing  preserving puncturing traipsing w

histling 
w

restling w
riggling w

riting 

21 
e to ed 

am
azed closed lined nam

ed saved sm
iled tuned used w

aved baked 
hoped joked liked shaped sm

oked fated hated m
ated stated disused  

grum
bled surprised included juggled  displeased replaced disabled 

m
isbehaved refused decoded stroked daw

dled served 

22 
e to er 

closer nicer driver hoper joker liker liner m
aker nam

er poker saver 
scraper shaker slider sm

iler sm
oker stroker taker tim

er tuner user w
aver 

23 
e to est 

closest nicest 

24 
e to ey 

sm
oky  w

ave – w
avy shake – shaky shine - shiny 

25 

Doubling Consonant 

ing 
Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –
est and –y to w

ords of 
one syllable ending in a 
single consonant letter 
after a single vow

el letter 

 

The last consonant letter of the root w
ord 

is doubled to keep the /æ
/, /ɛ/, /ɪ/, /ɒ/ and 

/ʌ/ sound (i.e. to keep the vow
el ‘short’). 

 Exception: The letter ‘x’ is never 
doubled: m

ixing, m
ixed, boxer, sixes. 

 past tense 

com
parative 

patting clapping cutting digging dragging dropping flapping getting 
grabbing  hopping hugging hum

m
ing letting planning running shopping 

skipping spinning stepping w
etting w

inning slipping stopping  

26 
ed 

chatted chopped clapped dragged dripped dropped fitted grabbed 
hopped hugged patted perm

itted pinned planned popped rubbed skipped 
slapped slipped stepped stopped trapped w

rapped  

27 
er 

fatter planner shredder w
inner spinner skipper sw

im
m

er beginner thinner 
fitter robber shopper chopper hopper runner drum

m
er rubber cutter 

bigger hotter    

28 
est 

biggest thinnest fattest fittest hottest  

29 
y 

runny sunny funny  
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superlative 

30 
or: a 

The /ɔ:/ sound spelt a 
before l and ll 

The /ɔ:/ sound (“or”) is usually spelt as a 
before l and ll. 

all ball call w
alk talk alw

ays sm
all tall w

all stalk alm
ighty alm

ost alone 
along already also altogether alw

ays  

31 
u: o 

The /ʌ/ sound spelt o 
 

other m
other brother nothing M

onday m
onkey 

32 
plural ey 

The /i:/ sound spelt –ey 

 

The plural of these w
ords is form

ed by the 
addition of –s (donkeys, m

onkeys, etc.). 
trolley turkey valley donkey 
jerseyjockeyjourneykeym

onkeychim
neyabbey 

33 
o: a 

The /ɒ/ sound spelt a 
after w

 and qu 
a is the m

ost com
m

on spelling for the /ɒ/ 
(‘hot’) sound after w

 and qu. 
w

adw
alletw

andw
andw

anderw
antw

asw
ashw

aspw
atchsw

absw
allow

sw
am

psw
answ

apsw
at 

squabblequalityquantity quarter squash qualified 

34 
er: a 

The /ɜ:/ sound spelt or 
after w

 
There are not m

any of these w
ords. 

w
ord w

ork w
orm

 w
orld w

orth earthw
orm

 

35 
or: a 

The /ɔ:/ sound spelt ar 
after w

 
There are not m

any of these w
ords. 

 
w

ar w
arm

 tow
ards 

36 
m

ent 
suffixes –m

ent, –ness, –
ful , –less and ‘-ly’ 

 

If a suffix starts w
ith a consonant letter, it 

is added straight on to m
ost root w

ords 
w

ithout any change to the last letter of 
those w

ords. 

Exceptions: 

(1) argum
ent 

(2) root w
ords ending in –y w

ith a 
consonant before it but only if the root 
w

ord has m
ore than one syllable. 

(3) root w
ords ending in –e w

ith an l 
before it changes to –ly. 

achievem
entadvertisem

entam
usem

entarrangem
entem

ploym
entencoura

gem
entenjoym

entenvironm
entexcitem

entgovernm
entm

anagem
entm

ove
m

entornam
entreplacem

entstatem
ent 

37 
ness 

bravenesschildishnessdarknessfairnessfoolishnesskindnesslatenesssud
dennessw

ickednessw
illingness 

em
ptiness happiness heaviness hungriness laziness loneliness tidiness 

38 
ful 

boastfulcarefulfaithfulforgetfulhandfulgratefulharm
fulhatefulhelpfulhopeful

m
outhfulpainfulplayfulpow

erfulspitefulthankfulusefulbeautiful 

delightfuldoubtfulfancifulpitifulplentifulresentfulrespectfulsorrow
fulsuccess

fulthoughtfultruthfulw
onderful 

39 
less 

agelesscarelessendlessfearlesshelplesshom
elesshopelesslifelesspainles

spow
erlessseedlesssham

elesssm
okelessspeechlessthanklesstim

elessus
eless colourlessthoughtless 
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40 
ly 

blindlybravelycorrectlyfairlyhardlykindlylivelylonelyloudlyproudlysadlyshyl
yslightlyslow

lysuddenlysw
eetly 

angrily clum
sily easily happily heavily hungrily lazily luckily m

errily noisily 
prettily readily speedily steadily  w

earily 

com
fortably cuddly gently grum

bly horribly m
iserably possibly probably 

sim
ply sparkly suitably terribly visibly w

riggly w
rinkly 

41 
‘ 

C
ontractions 

 

In contractions, the apostrophe show
s 

w
here a letter or letters w

ould be if the 
w

ords w
ere w

ritten in full (e.g. can’t – 
cannot). 

It’s m
eans it is (e.g. It’s raining) or 

som
etim

es it has (e.g. It’s been raining), 
but it’s is never used for the possessive. 

 

aren't can't couldn't didn't doesn't don't hadn't hasn't haven't he'd he'll 
he's I'd I I'll I'm

 I've isn't it's let's m
ightn't m

ustn't  shan't she'd she'll she's 
shouldn't that's there's they'd they'll they're they've w

e'd w
e're w

e've 
w

eren't w
hat'll w

hat're w
hat's w

hat've w
here's w

ho'd w
ho'll w

ho're w
ho's 

w
ho've w

on't w
ouldn't you'd you'll you're you've  

42 
‘ 

The possessive 
apostrophe (singular 
nouns) 

 
Sim

on’s coat Sarah’s jum
per  

the boy’s toys the girl’s friend the dog’s bone the com
puter’s m

ouse the 
car’s engine the m

an’s boat the w
om

an’s bike 

43 
-tion 

W
ords ending in –tion 

 
actionadditionaddictionam

bitionattentioncom
petitionconditiondevotionedu

cationfictionfractioninform
ationinvestigationm

ultiplicationpredictionquestio
nreactionreflectionrelationstation 
affectioncautioncelebrationcirculationcom

positionconversationconservati
ondescriptiondirectionexam

inationexhibitionindigestionprecautionprescrip
tionprom

otionprotectionquotationsensationseparationsubtractionventilatio
nvibrationrefraction transaction 

44 
hom

o-
phones 

H
om

ophones and near-
hom

ophones 

 

It is im
portant to know

 the difference in 
m

eaning betw
een hom

ophones. 
there/their/they’re, here/hear, quite/quiet, see/sea, bare/bear, one/w

on, 
sun/son, to/too/tw

o, be/bee, blue/blew
, night/knight 

air- heir aisle- isle ante- -anti- eye- I bare- bear be- bee brake- break buy- 
by cell- sell cent- scent cereal- serial coarse- course com

plem
ent- 

com
plim

ent dam
- dam

n dear- deer die- dye fair- fare fir-  fur flour- flow
er 

or- four hair- hare heal- heel hear- here him
- hym

n hole- w
hole hour- our 

idle- idol in- inn knight- night knot- not know
- no m

ade- m
aid m

ail- m
ale 
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m
eat- m

eet m
orning- m

ourning none- nun oar- or one- w
on pair- pear 

peace- piece plain- plane poor- pour pray- prey principal-  principle profit- 
prophet real- reel right- w

rite root- route sail- sale sea- see seam
- seem

 
sight- site sew

- so shore- sure sole –soul som
e- sum

 son- sun stair- 
stare stationary- stationery steal- steel suite- sw

eet tail- tale their- there- 
they’re to- too- tw

o toe- tow
 w

aist- w
aste w

ait- w
eight w

ay-  w
eigh w

eak- 
w

eek w
ear- w

here  

45 
R

ed W
ords 

C
om

m
on exception 

w
ords 

 

Som
e w

ords are exceptions in som
e 

accents but not in others – e.g. past, last, 
fast, path and bath are not exceptions in 
accents w

here the a in these w
ords is 

pronounced /æ
/, as in cat. 

G
reat, break and steak are the only 

com
m

on w
ords w

here the /eɪ/ sound is 
spelt ea. 

N
ote: ‘children’ is not an exception to 

w
hat has been taught so far but is 

included because of its relationship 
w

ith ‘child’. 

door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, m
ind, behind, child, children*, w

ild, 
clim

b, m
ost, only, both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, every, everybody, 

even, great, break, steak, pretty, beautiful, after, fast, last, past, father, 
class, grass, pass, plant, path, bath, hour, m

ove, prove, im
prove, sure, 

sugar, eye, could, should, w
ould, w

ho, w
hole, any, m

any, clothes, busy, 
people, w

ater, again, half, m
oney, M

r, M
rs, parents, C

hristm
as – and/or 

others according to program
m

e used. 
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H
IG

H
 FR

E
Q

U
E

N
C

Y
 W

O
R

D
S 

 
CO

M
M

O
N W

O
RDS(HIG

H FREQ
UENCY) 

 The follow
ing list contain suggested list of w

ords that could be used for the teaching of high frequency w
ords as part of a w

hole school spelling 
program

m
e. You w

ill notice that the lists are shorter than som
e com

m
ercially produced m

aterial.  By doing this, it has been found that the 
success rate for the m

ajority of pupils is m
uch higher. The lists do becom

e progressively longer and have been graded into bronze, silver, gold, 
platinum

 and diam
ond covering YR

-Y4. All 310 w
ords could then be reinforced in Y5 and Y6 if necessary.  Although you w

ill find that som
e of 

your pupils w
ill be able to spell m

any of the w
ords at an earlier stage, you should aim

 for all your pupils to be able to spell all of the w
ords at 

the suggested stage. 

 * All the lists are w
ritten in large font for pupils to use in their gam

es and activities. 

R
eception H

FW
s 

 These are the 12 key w
ords that the children should learn to read, write and spell during the course of prim

ary 1, adapted from
 M

cNally and 
M

urray’s key w
ords. 

 
Bronze w

ords (12 w
ords) 

a    and    he    I    in    is    it    of    that    the     to    w
as 

Year 1 H
FW

s 
 

These are the 40 key w
ords that the children should learn to read, write and spell during the course of prim

ary 2, adapted from
 M

cNally and 
M

urray’s key w
ords. 

 Revision of bronzeplus these 28 w
ords 

all    are    as    at    be    but    can    cam
e    for    had    have    him

    his    m
y    new

    no    not    on    one    said    she    so    they   tw
o   

w
e   w

hen   w
ith   you 
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Year 2 H
FW

s 
 

These are the 100 key w
ords that the children should learn to read, write and spell during the course of prim

ary 3, adapted from
 M

cNally and 
M

urray’s key w
ords. 

 

Revision of the first 40 w
ords plus these 60 w

ords 
about    an    back    because    been    before    big    by    call    com

e    could did    do  dow
n    first    from

    get    go    going     has    
her    here    if    into    like    little    look    m

ade    m
ake    m

e    m
ore    m

uch    m
ust    now

    off    old    only    or    our     other    out    
over    right    see    som

e    their  them
  there    then    this    up    w

ant    w
ell    w

ent    w
ere    w

hat    w
here    w

hich    w
ho    w

ill 

 Year 3 H
FW

s 
 

These are the 150 key w
ords that the children should be taught and/or reinforced during the course of prim

ary 4, adapted from
 M

cNally and 
M

urray’s key w
ords plus suggestions from

 the H
ighland Literacy O

fficers.   

 Revision of the previous 60 w
ords plus these 90 w

ords 
after  again  alw

ays  am
  ask  another  any  aw

ay  baby  ball best  black  blue  book  boy  bring  children  day  dinner  don’t  door  each  
egg   end  every  farm

  fast  fell  find  five  fly  four  found  girl  gave  give  good  green  hand  head  help  hom
e  house  how

  jum
p  

just  keep  know
  last  left  live  long  m

any  never  next  once  open  ow
n  play  put  read  room

  round  saw
  say  school  should  soon  

stop  take  tell  than  these  thing  think  three  tim
e  too  tree  under  very  w

alk  w
hite  w

hy  w
ish  w

ork  w
om

an  w
ould  year  your  

      



Llangyfelach Spelling Schem
e 

Progression of spellings E. Silcock 2014 

 

SPELLIN
G

 A
C

TIVITIES 
 It has been found that children learn to spell better, quicker and m

ore easily if they are given short but fun activities on a daily basis. Tasks that 
are interactive and can be undertaken collaboratively are m

ore effective than w
orksheets and w

ill lead to pupils becom
ing m

ore independent 
and focused learners. 
Below

 are som
e suggestions for spelling activities that you m

ay w
ish to try out in your classroom

. Som
e are m

ore suited to one particular stage 
but others can be used in every class from

 P1 – P7. 
 Spelling Strategies 
Pupils should be given strategies to help them

 learn to spell.  
A list of suggested strategies is given at the end of this booklet in the secondary section.Additional strategies could include: 

¾
 

Rhym
e – if they can spell m

ouse, they should be able to spell house 
¾

 
W

rite the w
ord w

ith different coloured pens to break it into sections. This w
ill help to teach the pupils to learn to spell in ‘chunks’ rather 

than ‘letter by letter’ 
¾

 
U

se different coloured post- its, one for each w
ord. This w

ill help pupils visualise the w
ord w

hen they are trying to recall it. 
¾

 
W

rite the w
ord in sand, finger paintetc –helps form

 m
em

ory hooks. 
¾

 
U

se big paper and big felt pens – not alw
ays a jotter. 

¾
 

Chant the syllableseg W
ed-nes-day, em

phasising the tricky bit. U
se actions for each syllable. 

¾
 

Draw
 a picture to help w

ith a w
ord eg big elephants can alw

ays understand sm
all elephants = because 

¾
 

M
ake the w

ord into a picture eg bed could be draw
n to look like a bed 

  1. Look, Cover, W
rite, Check - TRIO

S 
This is often the basic m

ethod used in classes but the expectation is that the pupil w
ill be m

otivated and be able to self teach. M
istakes are 

often w
ritten out three tim

es and becom
e em

bedded. 
Try putting them

 in sam
e ability trios. They check each others’ lists and then sw

ap around again so the checkers are checked!  
Alternatively, the teacher show

s the pupils the w
ord, covers it and then the pupils w

rite the w
ord. The teacher w

ould then show
 the w

ord again 
for the pupils to check. Again this m

ethod has a higher success rate than w
hen the pupils w

ork as individuals. 
 2. Look, Cover, W

rite, Check – ‘SHO
W

 M
E’ 

Pupils w
ork in pairs. Both pupils look at the sam

e w
ord. It is then covered and both pupils w

rite the w
ord on an individual w

hiteboard. They then 
reveal their w

ord -  ‘one tw
o three, show

 m
e’ and check that they both have the sam

e spelling. This is repeated w
ith every w

ord on their list. A 
quick activity that is very effective, It can also be done in trios or quartets. 
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  3. FLASH C
AR

DS 
This is sim

ilar to the ‘show
 m

e’ activity above. Pupils quickly w
rite out w

ords on flash cards m
aking sure that they have the correct spellings.  

O
ne reads aloud from

 a card and the other pupil w
rites the w

ord on a w
hiteboard. This tim

e w
hen they say ‘show

 m
e’, one show

s the correct 
spelling on the card and the other show

s their attem
pt on the w

hiteboard. Pupils take turns reading or spelling. 
 4. DEFINITIO

NS 
M

ake this exercise a m
ore w

orthw
hile learning experience by asking pupils to w

ork in pairs. Pupils are given one dictionary to share and w
ork 

together to find and w
rite the definition of each w

ord. By using a selection of dictionaries, pairs can then share and com
pare their definitions 

w
ith another pair. 

 5. SPELLING
 ALO

U
D

 
U

sing flashcards, as above, one pupil reads a w
ord aloud. Their partner spells the w

ord out loud.  If they spell correctly, they ‘w
in’ the card. If 

they are incorrect, the card is put to the bottom
 of the pile. Pupils take turns and the ‘w

inner’ is the one w
ho has m

ost cards at the end of the 
gam

e. 
 6. SPELLING

 TENNIS 
You m

ay have seen this one on the television program
m

e ‘H
ardspell’.  O

lder children really enjoy this one as it can be quite challenging. Pupils 
w

ork in trios. 
O

ne takes on the role of both ‘reader’ and ‘checker’.   The other tw
o pupils spell the w

ord by saying alternative letters until the w
hole w

ord is 
spelt. If a m

istake is m
ade, the checker stops the gam

e and show
s them

 the correct spelling. The w
ord is then spelt again and then put to the 

bottom
 of the pile. C

orrect w
ords are discarded. Pupils take turns to be the checker. 

 7. ALPH
AB

ETIC
AL O

RDER
 

Pupils w
rite out their spelling list in alphabetical order. This activity is best used w

ith m
iddle and upper stage pupils but is particularly effective at 

m
aking them

 look closely at the spelling of w
ords that begin w

ith the sam
e letter eg w

hen learning com
m

on w
ords. This could be an individual 

activity but, as a follow
 up activity, pupils could w

ork together to check they both have the sam
e order. 

 8. M
UDDLED LETTERS 

Pupils rew
rite each of their spelling w

ords in a m
uddled up fashion eg ‘beautiful’ could be w

ritten ‘ befitualu’. It is better if they alw
ays put the 

initial letter in the correct place. This is a great activity, as pupils have to scrutinise each w
ord to m

ake sure they have got all the correct letters. 
These m

uddled lists are then sw
apped w

ith som
eone w

ith sam
e spelling w

ords. W
ithout looking at the correct list, pupils have to rew

rite each 
w

ord correctly. 
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 9. DICTIO
N

ARY R
AC

E 
Pupils w

ork in threes using a dictionary each. They take turns to call out one of their spelling w
ords w

hich is then hidden. The idea is to be the 
first to locate the w

ord in the dictionary. This not only helps them
 to rem

em
ber how

 to spell, it is also excellent for practising dictionary skills. 
You can turn it into a gam

e by giving them
 counters to w

in. 
 10. SYLLABLES 
W

orking in tw
os, pupils split their spelling w

ords into syllables eg beau-ti-ful. 
Again close attention to details is needed so it helps them

 to retain m
ore difficult spellings. 

 11. W
O

RDS W
ITHIN W

O
RDS 

Pupils try to find sm
aller w

ords inside each of their spelling w
ords w

ithout rearranging the letters. Eg using the w
ord  ‘practising’ ,  you could 

find – ‘act’ ‘sing’  ‘in’  ‘is’.  Set a tim
e lim

it, say 10 m
inutes, for them

 to w
ork individually to find as m

any as possible using all their spelling 
w

ords. Finish off w
ith an oral feedback session to pull all their suggestions together. 

 12. SILLY STO
RY 

W
orking in pairs, pupils w

rite a short story (about a paragraph) using as m
any of their spelling w

ords as possible. Again, set a tim
e lim

it of 
about 10 m

inutes. Stories can be shared w
ith another pair or w

ith the w
hole class – the stories are usually very silly so children enjoy this 

activity. 
 13. K

IM
’s G

AM
E 

This gam
e can be played in groups of 4 to 6. Spelling w

ords are w
ritten on cards and laid out on the table. The pupils study the w

ords. They 
then look aw

ay and a nom
inated person rem

oves one of the cards. Pupils turn back, look at the rem
aining cards and have 2 m

inutes (use an 
egg tim

er) to w
rite the m

issing w
ord on a w

hiteboard w
hich they keep hidden.  All the guesses are then revealed at the sam

e tim
e. If they are 

correct, they w
in a point, but only if it is spelt correctly!   

 14. M
AG

NETIC LETTERS 
W

orking w
ith a partner, younger pupils w

ould first look at a w
ord from

 their list or from
 a flash card, cover it and then m

ake their w
ord using 

m
agnetic letters. This w

ould continue until all the w
ords are displayed. Another pair w

ould then be asked to check their spellings.  
 15. W

O
RDSEARCH

 
U

sing squared paper, pupils m
ake a w

ordsearch w
ith their spelling w

ords. W
ords are N

O
T w

ritten out underneath. They need to look really 
closely to m

ake sure that they haven’t m
ade a m

istake and that they have included all their w
ords. 

For the next spelling session, w
ordsearches are sw

apped w
ith another m

em
ber of the sam

e spelling group. W
ords are ringed and then w

ritten 
out underneath. H

ow
 m

any can they find? 
They are then sw

apped back and m
arked by the original ow

ner of the w
ordsearch. 
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 16. M
NEM

O
NICS  

Show
 the children an exam

ple of a m
nem

onic and explain w
hy they are used egbig elephants can alw

ays understand sm
all elephants              

because 
W

orking w
ith a partner, pupils try to m

ake up a m
nem

onic for one or tw
o of their trickiest spelling w

ords. A tim
e lim

it should be set – again 
about 10 m

inutes. Their m
nem

onics can then be shared w
ith another pair, the w

hole group or displayed on the w
all for everyone to use. 

 17. LUCKY DIP 
This is a gam

e best played in tw
os or threes. Pupils take turns to pick out 12 plastic letters from

 a bag. They m
ustn’t look into the bag, as it is 

‘lucky dip’. The picked letters are placed in front of them
 and the rest of the letters are left in the bag. The idea is to m

ake one of their spelling 
w

ords out of the letters. The pupils take turns to pick one new
 letter out of the bag and discard one that they don’t w

ant any m
ore. This carries 

on until som
eone has the right letters to m

ake one of their spelling w
ords. The others check that it is indeed spelt correctly. The gam

e then 
starts over again. 
 18. G

UESS THE W
O

RD 
Pupils w

ork in pairs. O
ne pupil chooses one of their spelling w

ords, and then w
rites one letter on a w

hiteboard at a tim
e. They can begin 

anyw
here in the w

ord – it does not have to be at the beginning. The other pupil tries to guess the w
ord after each letter is added. If they guess 

correctly, they m
ust spell the w

hole w
ord to w

in the points. The few
er letters that have been given – the m

ore points to be w
on. 

 19. CRO
SSW

O
RD 

U
sing squared paper, pupils m

ake a crossw
ord using their spelling w

ords. D
efinitions are w

ritten below
 to form

 the clues. The children m
ay 

have already w
ritten the definitions during a previous spelling session.  

D
uring a further session, crossw

ords are sw
apped and com

pleted by another m
em

ber of the group. These w
ould then be checked by the pupil 

w
ho created the crossw

ord. 
 20. NO

UG
HTS AND CR

O
SSES 

This is a very sim
ple activity w

here pupils can w
ork w

ithin m
ixed or sam

e ability pairings.  Pupils sw
ap lists and ask their partner to spell one of 

the w
ords. If the w

ord is spelt correctly, the appropriate m
ark is placed on a noughts and crosses grid. If w

rong, no m
ark is w

ritten but their 
m

istake explained and the correct spelling show
n. A 10-15 m

inute tim
e lim

it is probably long enough to play several gam
es.  

 21. W
ALK ABO

UT 
D

on’t be put off by the title. C
hildren of all ages love this and it’s very effective! 

The w
hole class w

alks about the class w
ith their list of w

ords. W
hen the teacher calls a set signal (eg ’spell’), each pupil greets the person 

nearest to them
 and sw

aps lists. By doing this all spelling abilities can w
ork together. They then ask each other to spell 3 w

ords from
 the  

list. If they are both correct, they sw
ap the lists back again and m

ove on. If one or m
ore is w

rong, they get one m
inute to study the w

ords and 
are then asked again.  
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  22. D
R

AG
O

N
’S D

IN
N

ER
 

Pupils have counters, one for each of their target w
ords. They take turns in spelling. If they m

ake a m
isspelling, they lose a counter to the 

dragon. The dragon can be a pupil w
ith a list of the w

ords or all other pupils can have a list to check the w
ords and the dragon can be a 

picture/m
odel. H

ow
 m

uch dinner does the dragon get? 
 23. FIND THE W

O
RD 

This is a good activity for younger pupils w
ho are learning how

 to spell H
igh Frequency w

ords. Each pair is given a highlighter pen and piece of 
text, for exam

ple a new
spaper or advert. The teacher w

rites a few
 com

m
on w

ords on the blackboard and the children highlight as m
any as they 

can find. Younger children m
ay need to be given a highlighter each or you m

ay ask that each com
m

on w
ord is highlighted using a different 

colour. This activity can also be used to highlight a spelling pattern in older classes eg‘ight’ , ‘ei/ie’.  
O

nce highlighted, the w
ords could be w

ritten in a list to share w
ith another group. 

 24. JIG
SAW

 
The teacher chooses one or tw

o spelling w
ords for each group and w

rites each of them
 onto a strip of card. This is repeated several tim

es. 
Each card is then cut into sections – see below

 
 H

ippopotam
us                 H

ippopotam
us 

 H
ippopotam

us              H
ippopotam

us 
 Pieces are then m

uddled up and given out to the pupils. They can either put them
 back together at their desks but its m

uch m
ore fun if they are 

each given one piece and they m
ust then find their partners and stand in the correct order. It is trickier than it looks as there can be several 

com
binations to m

ake the correct spelling. 
  25. Spell, Spell, Trade 
Each m

em
ber of the group has one w

ord on a piece of paper. The w
alk about until they m

eet another m
em

ber of their group. They then ask 
each other to spell their w

ord. If they get it w
rong, they are show

n the w
ord and then try again. O

nce they have both spelled the w
ord, they 

trade and go off to m
eet another person. All groups can play this at the sam

e tim
e just by colour coding the paper ie the pupils w

ith the yellow
 

cards only m
eet up w

ith yellow
 cards. 
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